
Report Writing Cautionable Offences 
PUDDLER 

P - Persistent Infringement 
U - Unsporting Behaviour 
D - Dissent 
D - Delays the restart of play 
L -  Leaving the Field w/o permission 
E - Entering the Field w/o permission 
R - Required Distance  
 

Sending-Off Offences 
CISSVHF 

C - Second Caution 
I  - Uses Insulting,Offensive or Abusive 
Lang. 
S - Spits 
S - Serious Foul Play 
V - Violent Conduct 
H - Handling - denies goal/goal-scoring. 
F - Free Kick - denies goal/goal-scoring. 

 

The  
 
   Where? 
          When? 
                 Who? 
                        What? 
                               Why? 
 

of Report Writing 

Law 5 stipulates that: 
 
"The Referee provides the appropriate  
authorities with a match report which  
includes information on any disciplinary  
action taken against players, and/or team  
officials and any other incidents which  
occurred before, during or after the 
match." 

Gordon C. Arrowsmith 
District Referee Coordinator—Durham 

What are you doing ref...making your will? When your friend comes down……….. 
tell him he was offside 



Where:  Game Venue 
 Incident occurred 
When: Date of game 
 Time of incident 
Who: Ref and Assist. Names 
 Offender’s name 
What: Details of competition 
 Description of incident 
Why: Why did you take action 
 Why did the incident happen 

2. MISCONDUCT REPORT 
 
1. MUST be submitted on the official OSA 

form. 
2. MUST be submitted within the specified 

time. 
3. MUST describe what took place so that 

someone who was not at the game can 
clearly understand what happened. 

4. MUST be: 1) accurate 
 2) clear 
 3) brief 
 4) complete 
 5) understandable  
5. Remember what you write down in such a 

report may be used at a hearing, so in    
effect you are writing under oath. 

6. REPORTS MUST BE SENT IN. it is an   
offence to penalise a player for misconduct 
and not submit a report. 

 

3. ASSAULT REPORT 
1. Is to be used to cover all misconducts     

involving an assault. 
2. Never strike back if such an action can be 

avoided. 
3. Try to remain calm—it’s the hardest thing to 

do. 
4. Get the details down on paper as soon as 

you can. 
5. Consult your assistants and attempt to    

obtain witnesses. 
6. Complete the Referee Assault Form, keep 

a copy for yourself and send copies to the 
appropriate bodies. 

7. Should you lay charges? Speak to your 
          local Police Station for advice. 

4. SPECIAL INCIDENT REPORT 
1. Is to be used to report a special     

incident that is not covered by a  
Caution, Dismissal or Assault Form. 

• Abandoned Game. 
• Outside interference by spectators. 
• Discipline of team officials. 
• Any other cause. 

 

5. SPECIAL REPORT 
1. Is to be used to record and report  

unusual incidents such as: 

• Team not showing up 
• Team with less than 7 players 
• Delay of kick-off. 
• Floodlight Failure etc. 

2. This type of report should be in the 
form of a letter to the appropriate  

 authority. 
• Stating the game in question 
• Explaining the incident. 
• What was the state of the game 

at the time of the incident. 
• Include with the team sheet. 

 

TYPE OF REPORTS 
 

1. Game Report 
2. Misconduct Report 
3. Assault Report 
4. Special Incident Report 
5. Special Report 
 

1. GAME REPORT 
 

1. Better known as team sheets 
2. If no misconduct or other incidents 

have   happened this report reflects 
information about the game. 

• Date of the game 
• Venue 
• Teams 
• Score 
• Goal scorers 

I’m booking you for disputing 
an assistant’s signal 

If you keep forgetting all the soccer 
Laws, why don’t you just become a 

referee 

REFEEEING IS THE ONLY PROFESSION 
WHERE YOU HAVE TO PERFECT IST TIME 

OUT …..AND THEN IMPROVE 


